What is claimed is: 

1. A fan holder for mounting a fan to a computer chassis, the fan comprising a 
body, a connector and a plurality of leads electrically connecting the body and 
the connector, the fan holder comprising: 

a base for mounting to the body of the fan; 

an arm extending from one side of the base in a first direction for engaging 

the body of the fan; and 
a socket integrally formed with the base for retaining the connector of the fan 

therein. 

2. The fan holder as claimed in claim 1, wherein a plurality of posts extends 
from the base in the first direction, for engaging in the body of the fan. 

3. The fan holder as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the socket defines a groove, for 
retaining a locating plate of the connector therein. 

4. The fan holder as claimed in claim 3, wherein the socket further defines a 
channel in communication with the groove, for receiving a locking portion of 
the connector. 

5. The fan holder as claimed in claim 4, further comprising another arm 
extending from an opposite side of the base, and wherein each of the arms 
forms a protrusion for engaging with the computer chassis. 

6. The fan holder as claimed in claim 4, further comprising a side panel 
extending from the base in a second direction opposite to the first direction. 

7. The fan holder as claimed in claim 6, wherein the side panel is L-shaped and 
comprises a first part and a second part, the socket integrally extends from the 
first part, and a plurality of ridges is formed on the second part for facilitating 
operation. 
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8. The fan holder as claimed in claim 4, farther comprising a locking part 
extending from an opposite side of the base, the locking part forming a 
fastener for engaging with the computer chassis. 

9. The fan holder as claimed in claim 8, wherein the locking part comprises an 
operation portion at a free end thereof, for facilitating disengaging of the 
fastener from the computer chassis. 

10. A fan holder assembly comprising: 

a computer chassis comprising a bottom plate and a circuit board mounted on 

the bottom plate, the circuit board providing a receptacle; 
a fan comprising a body and a connector, the connector comprising a plug 

inserted into the receptacle; and 
a fan holder for mounting the fan to the computer chassis, the fan holder 

comprising a base attached to the body, and a socket provided on one side 

of the base and holding the connector therein; and 
retaining means for retaining the fan holder to the computer chassis; wherein 
when the combined fan and fan holder is detached from the computer chassis, 

the connector is simultaneously disengaged from the receptacle. 

11. The fan holder assembly as claimed in claim 10, wherein the socket is 
integrally formed with the base and defines a groove, and the connector 
comprises a locating plate received in the groove. 

12. The fan holder assembly as claimed in claim 11, wherein a pair of latches is 
provided on the bottom plate, each of the latches defines a slot, the fan holder 
comprises a pair of arms extending from the base, and the retaining means 
comprises a pair of protrusions formed on the arms respectively, the 
protrusions being received in the slots when the fan is retained in the 
computer chassis. 

13. The fan holder assembly as claimed in claim 12, wherein each of the arms 
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comprises a finger formed at a free end thereof, the arms embracing the body 
of the fan with the fingers sandwiching the body with the base. 

14. The fan holder assembly as claimed in claim 11, wherein a pair of latches is 
provided on the bottom plate, each of the latches defines a locking opening, 
the fan holder comprises a locking part extending from the base, and the 
retaining means comprises a fastener formed on the locking part, the fastener 
being snappingly received in a corresponding locking opening when the fan is 
retained in the computer chassis. 

15. The fan holder assembly as claimed in claim 14, wherein the fan holder 
further comprises an arm extending from the base and opposing the locking 
part, the arm engaging the body of the fan with the finger sandwiching the 
body with the base. 

1 6. A fan holder assembly comprising: 

a computer chassis defining a panel with an opening therein, a pair of spaced 

latches located behind said opening and with a space therebetween; 

a printed circuit board located behind said latches with a first connector 

thereon; 

a fan holder including a base and a socket; 

a fan including a body enclosed in the base, and a second connector retained 
in the socket; and 

the fan holder with the associated fan, commonly installed into the space 
under a condition that the first connector and the second connector is coupled 
with each other; wherein 

the fan is assembled to the fan holder in a horizontal direction, and the fan 
holder is assembled to the latches in a vertical direction perpendicular to said 
horizontal direction. 

17. The assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein said second connector is 



10 



assembled to the socket in another horizontal direction perpendicular to both 
said vertical direction and said horizontal direction. 
18. The assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein said fan holder further includes 
an operation portion adjacent to said socket. 
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